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are encouraged to write to the papers to make suggestions
and voice complaints, and there are special worker- and
peasant-correspondents (over a million of them in all, or
more than one for every fifty or sixty households), whose
job it is to write about what is happening in their factors
or village and where need be to voice criticism of the local
managers or officials Practically every factory (or otner
institution) has what is called a " wall newspaper/' edited
by workers in the factory and dealing with local ne\*s and
discussion of factory topics

But the political duty of a citizen is not thought of as
consisting simply in voting at an election or in being able
to discuss questions of the hour intelligently It is regarded
as the political duty of every citizen to take a hand m running
things, and not to leave them to officials and professional
politicians This stress on active democracy is a quality in
Soviet political life which we should not ignore This
" taking a hand in things " may be in production-confer-
ences of all the workers in a factory to discuss the programme
of work for that factory, or it may be by becoming one of
the 5,ooo,ooo-odd members of factory committees and
insurance committees, which look after trade-union ques-
tions, working conditions and similar things in industry,
or being one of the many millions of members of collective-
farm management committees or of village Soviets that
run the affairs of the farm and the village

Chapter  10

- EDUCATION  -

IN the old Russia of twenty-five to thirty years ago educa-
tion  was very backward,  except for the fortunate  few
True, Russia had been one of the first countries to introduce
a system of State-run education, as far back as the Empress
Catharine the Great, who ruled Russia at the end of the